Christian Latin Verse Inscriptions:
Endearment Towards Children

As a starting point for this investigation serves a remarkable dipole; on the one hand, the deep effect of
massive child mortality -especially up to the age of ten- on Greek and Roman societies was responsible for
shaping an emotional distance towards children. On the other hand, since the appearance of the first
patristic texts, the special role of children in the theology of the early Church becomes evident. Also, in
general in Late Antiquity and afterwards (4th-5th cent.), under the influence of Christianity, Christian ideas of
the afterlife are starting to take their place in epitaphs -especially the verse ones — alongside traditional
material from popular philosophy. Taking these into account, our aim is to investigate what the level of
endearment expressed by parents towards their deceased children is, as well as the ways and the terms
used to signify their affection for them, in the framework of a corpus of selected Christian Latin verse funerary
inscriptions of Italian origin, derived from the CLE collection.

Following the Pre-existing Epigraphic Tradition

The most common way of expressing parental love In burial inscriptions, prose and metrical, is the use of typical epithetfs, a tradition that Christian
epigraphy also follows. The presence of merens / meritus, in their various forms, Is very common in the commemoration of deceased people of any age.
However, in funerary inscriptions that concern infants and children in parficular, the use of adjectives innocens (e.g., CLE 00211 ad n., 1-3: [Hic est positus] /
[Innocens / [O]nensimus...), dulcis (e.g., CLE 00658, 3-5: ...dulcis infans obiit modica q(ue) vita peregit /| novennem puerum eripuif cum mensib(us) octo /
et dies XVI quib(us) superfuisse videtur...), carus (e.g., CLE 00733, 2-5: ...[c]um subito nobis carorum trium prolis aufertur / Agafton [a]jmabillis feque defleam
Yppolife dulcis / nec non et fu omni[b]us istis carior Pefronalis / o atra dies a qua tumulus sus[c]epit funus germanum...) and pius (e.g., CLE 00857, 1: [Hic
slita sunt pia naforum dua cor[pora cara]...) —in all their degrees - is of high frequency in the commemoration of children, from the youngest infants to the

adulescentes accordingly, with a profound preference to the second one.
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